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Introduction

In order to finish this unit you need to complete 6 assignments in total. To make sure you finish on time and meet all your deadlines the assignment has been broken down into tasks and will be spaced over the course.

Each task will start with the part of the grading criteria that the task relates to, example P1, P2 or P3. It will finish with a deadline for the task to be completed by.

Overview:

In this assignment you will investigate the human impact on a particular environment using your own data from your own investigation.  Using this data, you will describe some of the ways that you can measure the human impact on the future and explain how it can be minimised in the future.

The learning outcomes for the unit:

To be able to investigate the impact of human activity on the environment.
Brief 

In this assignment you will be working for The Environment Agency and researching the human effect on the environment.  You will need to collect your own data on how humans are affecting the environment to present in a report.  You will start to think about how human effects on the environment can be minimised.

Task 1

Carry out an investigation into the impact of human activities on the environment 

	Working on P4


Grading Criteria:

“Carry out an investigation into the impact of human activity on an environment”
	Produce a questionnaire with information on the human effects on an environment.  You need to carry out some research into the impact of human activities on the environment.

· For example, you could choose to investigate how much recycling different people in your community/school/class do each week and what the impact of the waste which accumulates is.  
· You could also choose to investigate: Transport -how much carbon dioxide is generated by different methods of transport and what method different people use.
You have to include at least 10 questions in your questionnaire and ask at least 10 people (50 would be better!).

You need to write a paragraph to explain how your findings impact on the environment.


	Deadline for Task 1:




Task 2

Describe how to measure the effect of human activity on an environment

	Working on 

M3

Grading Criteria:

“Describe how to measure the effect of human activity on an environment”.
	Create a report to describe how to measure the  effects of human activity on a lake.  For example, you could choose to look at a lake and research the ways in which it is being affected by humans.  This could include:
· Water Pollution (factories etc)

· Fishing

· Noise pollution
· Loss of habitat

Then describe, in your report, how you could measure the impact of each of these.  
	Deadline for    Task 2 :




Task 3

Explain how the environmental effect of human activity might be minimised in the future

	Working on D2-

Grading Criteria:

“Explain how the environmental effect of human activity might be minimised in the future”
	For the given environment, put together a hyperlinked presentation to explain how the impact of humans could be reduced.

For each of the human impacts in M3, describe how they could be reduced. You must try to give more than one way in which they could be reduced- think of alternatives ways to reduce the impact, not just the first thing that comes to mind.


	Deadline for Task 3:




Self Assessment Checklist

	Task
	What you will have produced
	Deadline

	1 linked to P4
	· Produce a report/questionnaire with information on the human effects on an environment 
(Questionnaire)


	

	2 linked 

to M3
	· For an environment identify the human effects on it and describe how you could measure their impact. Create a report to explain as much as you can.

      (Report)


	 

	3 linked

to D2
	· For your given environment, put together a hyperlinked presentation to explain how the impact of humans could be reduced

(Hyperlinked PowerPoint)

	


	Resource list

	Websites:

· http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/
· www.bbc.bitesize.co.uk
· www.schoolscience.co.uk
· www.societyofbiology.org.uk
· www.practicalbiology.org  
	Text books

· Biology for you

· Edexcel 360 - Core and additional
· 21st Century Science Biology textbook


Final things:

· Page number your portfolio (make sure it is all in the correct order)
· Include a bibliography stating all your sources
· Use appendices to store any additional information e.g. your screen dumps or newspaper articles
· Make sure you create your own front cover with your name, the BTEC details and the unit details plus your teacher’s name.
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